
 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA PARKS, RECREATION & CEMETERIES 
COMMISSION MINUTES OF DECEMBER 2, 2021 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 Chairperson Kelsey brought the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Chairperson Kelsey led the Commission and others present in reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
Members Present: Chairperson Kelsey, Vice-Chair Lee, Secretary Kwas, Commissioner 
O’Connor, Commissioner Turner, & Commissioner Weldon 
 
Members Absent:  Commissioner Keel 
 
Others Present: Marcus Kirkpatrick, Parks, Recreation & Cemeteries Director, 

Gloria Kovnat, Laurena Hoffmeyer, Diana Yager, Gail Sawyer, 
and Barb Shipman. 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was accepted as presented. 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS – NONE 
 
VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the November 4, 2021, Parks, Recreation & Cemeteries Commission 
Meeting.  
 
MOTION BY WELDON, SECONDED BY LEE THAT THE NOVEMBER 4, 2021, 
PARKS, RECREATION & CEMETERIES COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
BE APPROVED. VOICE VOTE. CARRIED 6-0. 

 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS – Director Kirkpatrick gave an update on the Hawk Meadow 

Farm Leasing. It was shared that the board has decided to continue leasing the park for 
farming and to seek affidavits from the Hausmann heirs. The public notice has been 
published in the Lansing State Journal seeking bids for the 2022-2026 farming seasons. 
Bids are due by 3:00pm on December 13. The winning bid and an update on the 
affidavits will be presented at the December 20 board meeting. 

 
IX. NEW BUSINESS  

A. Senior Council Report – Gloria Kovnat and Laurena Hoffmeyer, co-Chairs of the 
Delta Township Senior Council, presented the council’s report. Diana Yager, Gail 
Sawyer, and Barb Shipman (members) also assisted in the presentation. An outline of 
the report is listed below: 
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History: In 2015, after serving on the Tri-County Office on Aging (TCOA) Advisory 
Board representing Eaton County and Michigan Senior Advocacy Council (MSAC) for 6 
years, I [Gloria Kovnat] spoke to the Board of Trustees and asked permission to start the 
Delta Township Senior Council. DTSC’s mission is to enrich the lives of seniors through 
education and information as well as to promote involvement in local activities for our 
residents and surrounding communities.  To quote an article in the Sunday edition of the 
Lansing State Journal in December of 2017, Supervisor Fletcher said that our Senior 
Council had been a great addition to the Township, supplementing the established 
programs provided by the 39’ers at our Enrichment Center. The Council is set up with 
committees. Arnold Weinfeld co-chaired the Council with me for a few years. Our 
current co-chair is Laurena Hoffmeyer. Jack Stucco was chair of the Communications 
Committee. Laurena was a member of that committee when she joined the council in 
2015, at the suggestion of Commissioner Mary Kwas. Laurena created a Facebook page 
to bring awareness to a wider audience including promotion of, and ideas for, future trips 
sponsored by the Delta 39’ers. Carol Goergen was chair of our Activity Committee. She 
has moved out of the area. Diana Yager co-chaired our Grant Committee. Our Leadership 
Team works on the programing.  

 
Overview past and present programs: Monthly conversations with the Council is now 
back. We meet sometimes outside in one of our parks or meet for breakfast at a local 
restaurant. 
 
 Our Newsletter is currently sent to 209 individuals and our Facebook page is 

followed by 296 individuals. 
 Lunchtime Lecture Series – this was a partnership with the Delta Library. We have 

had past speakers from LCC, Pure Michigan, Michigan’s Extension Program, just to 
mention a few. 

 Arbor Day – We planted seedlings three years in a row in one of our parks. This was 
an intergenerational event that we planned in the Spring. 

 Safety in Our Community - This well-received initiative was in partnership with Lt. 
Tyrell and was held in the evening at the Delta Library. 

 Field Trip and Tour of the LCC West Campus 
 Field Trip to ALIVE – We hired EATRAN to meet our group at the Drolett 

Community Center. We arranged for a tour of the ALIVE facility and had a healthy 
lunch at their restaurant. 

 Reader’s Theatre Group – The local nursing homes loved our presentations. 
 Garden Tour – Was held at 4 member’s homes and attended by over 40 people. 
 Decorative flowers - Painted by kids and adults then attached to the entrance fence at 

Sharp Park for all to enjoy. 
 Painted Rocks – Rocks painted by both seniors and kids and a fun rock garden was 

created at Sharp Park. 
 Bird Houses – These decorative bird houses were painted by our seniors, attached to 

brightly painted posts. These were planted among the rock garden near the outdoor 
gym equipment. 

 Grant Writing – After writing eight grants, seven of which were not successful, 
Community Foundation came through and with the help of the Parks Department the 
outdoor gym is now in Sharp Park for all residents over the age of 14 to use. We have 
had exercise classes there from the Parks Department as well as Sparrow Hospital 
spent time with us talking about how to best use the equipment for a good workout. 

 Before the Pandemic, we worked closely with Tom Moore, Adult Services Librarian, 
to establish the Lunchtime Lecture Series as the Library has the facilities for the 
programs we wanted to offer our community. We worked closely with TCOA and 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF DELTA PARKS, RECREATION & CEMETERIES 
COMMISSION MINUTES OF DECEMBER 2, 2021, PAGE 3 
 
 

AARP to bring the most up-to-date information to our senior community – always 
focused on promoting a Healthy Lifestyle. For example – AARP’s partnership with 
Playmakers “Good Form Walking” program and AARP’s Diabetes clinic. All were 
promoted and facilitated by Senior Council at the Delta Library. We have also 
promoted TCOA’s Evidence Based programs such as Positive Action towards 
Health, Creating Confident Caregivers and Matter of Balance, just to name a few. We 
have promoted all of these programs to help our community with the best practices to 
STAY IN PLACE in their homes during their retirement years. 

 
During the Pandemic Year: Tom Moore left the library just before the Pandemic hit. He 
is now the Head Librarian at Haslett Library. The Assistant Adult Services Librarian at 
the Delta Library was not available to us, so we had no home for our programing the 
whole year. 
 
We have kept in contact with Tom Moore and when we learned that he was offering a 
Virtual program at Meridian Senior Center, we asked if we could jump on board and 
participate in Meridian’s virtual programing. Cherie Wisdom, Meridian Senior Center 
Coordinator, was very willing to help the Delta community by offering their programing 
to us at no charge during the pandemic months. Laurena and I have enjoyed the programs 
so much that we have become members of Meridian Senior Center and pay a small non-
resident fee for their programs. 
  
Recently, Marcus was able to offer us a Hybrid option here at the Administration 
Building. Since then, we put together two programs: 
 
The first one was “Discovering Delta” – We invited speakers to discuss what was 
happening in Delta after being sequestered for a year. Collin Mays discussed Economic 
Development, Marcus discussed the Parks in our Community and gave us an update on 
the 39’ers Senior Center. Ellen McKenzie, Director of the Delta Community Choir 
discussed the upcoming Holiday concert at the Grand Ledge High School on December 5 
at 4 pm, Jane Thomas gave us an update on the Friends of the Library, and Diana Yager 
closed the program with an update on Pickleball in Delta Township. 
 
Our second program, “Tools to Navigate Aging” TCOA is our region’s one stop shop for 
everything aging: Tasha Stetler, TCOA’ s Community Nutrition Manager, spoke about 
Medicare and Medicaid Assistance, Evidence Based Health and Wellness Workshops, 
along with Nutrition Programs and much more. 
 
Some Future Ideas: We will be trying to get a program together with Michigan 
Audubon in the Spring. 

 
We have many other ideas for speakers, one of which is Brain Health that AARP is 
offering. The focus is on 6 pillars of good health. #1 Engaging your Brain, #2 Being 
Social, #3 Ongoing Exercise, #4 Eating Right, #5 Restorative Sleep, and #6 Managing 
Stress. 

 
Additional: I [Gloria Kovnat] will be participating in a program at Prime-Time Senior 
Center called “Lives Well Lived’ to see if it might be a program we could bring to the 
Enrichment Center. It celebrates the incredible wit, wisdom, and life experiences of older 
adults living full and meaningful lives in their later years. I will be seeing the film on 
December 15 and participating in the discussion group each Wednesday from January 12 
– February 23. As a non-resident, it costs $20 for the entire program. 
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In closing, We need more people on our LEADERSHIP TEAM and we are hoping you 
will be able to recommend people to join us in our mission to educate and inform our 
community. We have to keep growing. If we do not grow, we die. It is just that simple. 
We must have more diversification.  

 
We are the only local Senior Center that is part time. 
We are the only local Senior Center that does not charge a membership fee. 
We are the only local Senior Center that does not have an Advisory Board or 
Commission attached to the Senior Center. 
We are one of the only local Senior Centers that is not a member of the Michigan 
Association of Senior Centers. 

 
On a personal note, I [Gloria Kovnat] have received from the Michigan Department of 
Health & Human Services the honor of being “Senior Citizen of the Year.” I share this 
honor with Dr. Surae Eaton. When the State honored me, they were honoring our Delta 
Township Senior Council Leadership Team. I might have taken on the role of the 
Quarterback, but I could not have made this program so recognized in the community 
without our TEAM, past members as well as those of us here today. The saying goes, you 
can run up and down the football field, but you cannot score a touchdown without a great 
TEAM.  

 
This quarterback is ready to retire. Next year will be my last at the helm of this fabulous 
group. Please help us to keep this wonderful initiative relevant! 

 
Our quote in the current issue of our Newsletter comes from Dorothy Height: “Without 
Community Service, we would not have a strong quality of life. It’s important to the 
person who serves as well as the recipient. It’s the way in which we ourselves grow and 
develop.” 
 

X.  OLD BUSINESS - NONE 
 
XI. DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Director Kirkpatrick shared the following: 
 

A. Special Events – Santa’s Mailbox was placed on the grounds of the Administration 
Building yesterday and we have already received 30 letters. Santa will be responding 
to all letters. This has continued to be a very popular program for our area children. 
Pint Sized Picasso’s winter session will begin on January 20. 

B. Staff Reports –  
• Full staff reports were shared with the commission. 
• Pickleball Courts – Staff has been researching maintenance for the pickleball 

courts. Staff should complete the research and a recommendation to the board will 
take place at the board’s December 20 meeting. 

• Township staff held its annual grants meeting. Current grant projects were 
reviewed, and construction processes were discussed. Although it has not been 
determined how the state will distribute funds related to Covid relief, staff is 
preparing projects. 

• The Recycling Department is proud to announce that the center and the 
Administration Building will serve as locations to recycle string lights. The event 
will run from December 15 – January 31.  
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• The Park’s Department will hold its annual retreat on December 10. The retreat 
will be held here at the Administration Building. 

 
XII. COMMISSION COMMENTS – Commissioner Laura O’Connor announced her 

resignation from the Parks, Recreation & Cemeteries Commission. Commissioner 
O’Connor was thanked for her service. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT – Chairperson Kelsey adjourned the meeting at 6:39 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Mary L. Kwas, Secretary 
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